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Lots of new members – Hooray! 
Big welcome to new members who have joined us in the latter part of this year: 
AnneMaree Franzi-Ford, Jenny Barlow, Lisa Patience, Marilyn Rudd, Fiona Waters, 
Judy Pye, Isobel Woodside, Mary Evans, Suzanne Katz, Lyn Rechnitzer, Kay 
Didenkowski, Wendy Dalton, Louise Martin, Ruth Johnston and Thomas Kingston. 
We look forward to a collective sharing of talents and expanding our appreciation and 
knowledge of celebrancy so that each of us can find our own niche in the ‘industry’. 
 
OUR REFRESHER NIGHT FOR NEW CELEBRANTS was a 
resounding success with response from more than 50 newly-registered 
celebrants from the nearly 200 registrations in Victoria last September. 
This is an activity obviously in great demand and we  will do it again. 
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Make the most of your ‘celebrating’ talents this Christmas.    Think about what you 
really like about Christmas Day,  and those who will share it with you.    Articulate 
your  grateful thoughts into a pre-dinner Grace or after-dinner Toast -- a chance for 
you to make the occasion more relevant (and practice your skill at creating an 
atmosphere of unity in the moment and a general feeling of agreement). 
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Wot’s in The CAN?     Issue No.5     16 Pages.                                           
 From the Chair – Judy Brooks – page 2;  
 Peter Hooper on our members e-group – P.4     
 Five CA members ‘authorised’  P6 
Who are You? Christine Haddrick interviews Lesley Birks – page 7 
Our Treasurer takes a holiday  P10      At Last by Lisa Patience – Page 11     
The Christmas Story for Real by Gareth Wilding-Forbes P12 
Agnes the Third – by Molly Wiles – page 13;   
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From the Chair   

 Judy Brooks reports: 
 
   This has been a very busy year for Celebrants Australia.   We have a 
very active committee who are committed to ensuring that our members 
are kept informed of any new issues that may improve the quality and 
deliverance of professional services to couples engaging their services. 
We have at the same time, formed a cohesive group, who are willing to 
assist fellow celebrants with answers and advice, and are not adverse to 
exchanging information that will only enhance the knowledge of 
authorised celebrants and those who are still waiting to be authorised.  
   I would personally like to thank my executive members: Christine 
Haddrick for the excellent job as Secretary; Stan Newman as our figures 
man, Treasurer; Liz Agius-Wiles for the excellent role she has played in 
expanding our numbers as Membership Liaison; and (when he is not 
performaning) Gareth Wilding-Forbes as my deputy Chairperson. 
I cannot leave out Lea Waszkinel for her forthright comments and 
keeping us on track during the executive meetings, and Peter Hooper for 
all the work and effort he has committed to re-vamping our Constitution 
and creating a Chat Group via Yahoo.      Last, but not least, is Spencer 
Flint.   His commitment to our association and to AIET is one that speaks 
for itself.   Spencer has no hesitation in giving his all when asked, even if 
he has numerous other interests that keep him very busy, and we value all 
the times he has talked to students of AIET on our behalf. 
   Early this year we received notification from the AG’s Dept. tht a 
meeting was being organised in Canberra to discuss the proposed 
development of OPD for 2007-08 year.    Celebrants Australia was unable 
to attend but we submitted our suggestions as to the direction we felt this 
should head.     The outcome of this meeting was that the AG’s Dept. held 
a plnning day in August and we proposed three members to attend.    We 
were granted only one place and I attended on our behalf.     We have 
since received notification that I was not successful in being approved as 
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a trainer for the OPD, and we’re disappointed to learn that the approved 
presenters are mostly privately owned training providers.  .           ..cont/   
   On a positive note, we were able to provide the one-hour compulsory 
OPD for 2006-07 during August this year, receiving approval at the last 
minute, thanks to hard work done by Sherinda Shea in submitting our 
application. 
   The compulsory OPD for next year has been extended to three hours.   
All registered celebrants will have now received notification in writing 
and we in Celebrants Australia are looking into engaging one of the 
‘approved presenters’ to run some sessions for us.   
   Our General Meetings have had presentations by our members on a 
range of subjects – Microphone Techniques; What is your Biggest 
Fear? And the Celebrants Assist Software Package; but our biggest 
night was the Refresher Night for New Celebrants in October, where 
we invited all newly-registered celebrants to network and update their 
skills before stepping out into the unknown.     I would like to thank 
everyone who attended and our members who assisted on the night.    
Comments included:  “Why hasn’t any association done this before” and 
‘I feel a lot more confident now as it’s been so long since I completed my 
training”. 
   At our Annual General Meeting we had a very informative session with 
Donna Buckley-Foster and Marion Crooke from the Registry of Births, 
Deaths and Marriages.  The members appreciated getting a better insight 
into the requirements of BDM in relation to Celebrants.     We sent an 
arrangement of chocolates and flowers to Donna and Marion afterwards 
with a thankyou note. 
   As a ‘social group’ we enjoyed attending opening night of Encore 
Theatre’s ‘Sherlock, Stock & Barrel’ starring our Vice-chairperson 
Gareth as the bumbling Dr.Watson ,and we caught a glimpse of Liz 
Agius-Wiles in her cameo role with Frankston Theatre Group’s ‘Nil by 
Mouth’ – an entertaining hospital-ward comedy by John Chapman.   
   Earlier this year we received a letter from the Attorney General’s 
Department asking that all celebrant associations consider amalgamating 
under one larger association to work together.    Upon consideration, we 
feel that this would benefit the AG’s Department, but we are open 
minded and our Secretary has replied that when a date is convened we 
will consider having a presence at the meeting.    So far nothing has 
eventuated. 
   In closing, I would like to wish all members a safe and joyous festive 
season, and I look forward to working with everyone in 2008.   
 
Judy Brooks 
Chairperson 2008 
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Celebrants Australia Inc 

 
Our CA Committee for 2008        (Not much has changed!) 

Chairperson – Judy Brooks 
Vice Chairperson – Gareth Wilding-Forbes 
Secretary – Christine Haddrick 
Treasurer – Stan Newman 
Committee members:   Lea Waszkinel, Liz Agius-Wiles,  
Bess Kyriakidis, Peter Hooper and Sherinda Shea.  
..and delighted to welcome Ruth Johnston on to Committee.     
Sub-Committees: 
Ongoing Professional Development – Sherinda  
Marketing -  Bess,  
Membership – Liz, Stan 
Editorial – Liz, Gareth, Stan  
And new sub-committee: Constitution -- Peter and Lea 
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Yahoo groupie Peter Hooper explains our e-Group  
exclusively  for Celebrants Australia professionals 
 

   All members of Celebrants Australia are invited to subscribe to a 
professional online discussion group, effective early January.  The aims of this 
e-Group are to enhance members’ professionalism in all areas of celebrancy, 
to share questions and knowledge with other members, and to network in a 
congenial atmosphere.  
   A ‘general’ e-group has already been established to support our 21st 
century approach, and to help us all remain in touch with each other and 
what's going on in the celebrancy community. It is envisaged that as the 
volume of traffic grows separate e-groups will be established to support "focus 
group" areas (eg Marriage, Funeral, General celebrancy, Celebrant Wanted 
Alerts).  
   For those who are unfamiliar with online groups let me explain the 
procedure simply. 
   Some of the committee members have participated in a trial run of an ‘email 
discussion group’ hosted free of charge by a company called Yahoo.  Yahoo 
make money out of the project with advertising appearing on the messages 
we send.  We are now ready to offer this facility to all members effective the 
first week of January. 
   Celebrant Australia members will be free to subscribe/unsubscribe as they 
wish.  

..cont/ 
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e-group (cont.) 
What is the benefit of an e-group as opposed to nor mal emails? 
YOU choose when and how to stay in touch.  
You decide whether or not you wish to participate, rather than receiving 
unwanted emails.  
Members decide if they wish to subscribe/unsubscribe/or not subscribe at all. 
 
How many emails could I expect? 
None, one, or twenty per day.   
It all depends on whether members have anything to say! 
There is the option to receive emails in a "daily digest" format,  
ie one daily email consolidating all emails posted to the group on that day.   
  
What sort of messages could we expect? 
From experience elsewhere the vast majority of messages fall into the 
following categories: 

1. Help with ceremony preparation, rules and regulations, and general 
celebrancy matters; 

2. Sharing sources of resources, information such as venues etc; and 
3. Notices from the committee, PD courses, and similar issues. 

 
Is discussion moderated?  
Yes and no.  Members are free to say whatever they want within boundaries 
which will be clearly elaborated to all users. Basically they boil down to 
commonsense and courtesy. Messages will not be moderated prior to posting.  
Whilst individuals are legally liable for their postings, any messages 
considered to be defamatory or an infringement of copyright or unreasonably 
disruptive to the harmony of the group, for example, may be deleted and the 
member’s rights suspended. The e-group is bound by the laws of the land, 
and by the terms and conditions imposed by Yahoo.  
The e-group is one of the benefits of membership of the Association, and is a 
closed forum. Information shared within the group is to remain within the 
group and confidentiality is to be respected at all times.  
 
How do I join? 

1. Reply to our invitation email which will be sent to you from the 
Association within the next two weeks.   

2. Visit http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Celebrants_Australia  and click on 
the subscribe button.   
(The default form asks why you want to join.  I shall remove the 
question if I’m able. If I can’t, just enter “Member” in the field.) 
 

Peter Hooper 
peterh@AffordableCelebrant.com 
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Big thankyou Peter for organising our members e-group ../Liz 
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To be honest it comes as an anti-climax. I did the course with so much 
enthusiasm and determination but as the time went by I concentrated on 
Funerals, which I have now done quite a few.   I am established with some of 

the leading Funeral Directors and I find them 
easy. I am also marketing myself to the gay 
community which is very slow going. So I ask 
the question “Why should I feel  elated?” 
……but of course I should because “I’m legal”  
and I can start marketing myself in the 
wedding sphere….again more money going 
out to hopefully bring some in!  So what have 
been the plus factors?  I have made some 
good friends; I belong to a hard working 

committee and in my own way help to make  decisions for the future. So all in 
all I have to put ‘yesterday’ behind me and get on with ‘tomorrow’. 
 

���
�������
����� I have a wonderful family that I am totally devoted to.  
My Husband Charles ( 20 years married this year) and two beautiful children, 
Sarah (15) and James (12).  I intend to wind down my business a little in 2008 
and focus mostly on local projects, so that I can spend more time with the 
family.   I am totally thrilled and still slightly stunned that I am a registered 
Celebrant. This has been a goal of mine for a long time.  I am also 
overwhelmed at this stage by what I 'don't know', and look forward to the 
support of the Association. 
 
������
�������������������  

Now that the wait is over, the realisation that I 
can now say yes to those wedding enquiries 
is sinking in and with it the nervous 
anticipation of the first call. My aspirations as 
a celebrant are quite simple; to deliver high 
quality service. To me this means ensuring 
that everything, from the initial contact 
through to the end of the ceremony, is 
conducted in a relaxed and friendly manner 
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with proper attention to details.  This way my clients will have a ceremony of 
their choosing and a day made for great memories.  
 

Who are you?�
Christine Haddrick talks to 

 

Lesley Birks 
 
Hi Lesley, this is a nice coffee shop . 
Yes I often come here with friends, they make lovely cakes. 
 
What drew you to the Celebrancy profession? 
I have been interested for about 10 years. I have happy memories of my 
own marriage by a Celebrant, but it was mainly when John Byrne entered 
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the school library to look up the meaning of a word and we talked about 
his “other job” that I realized I would enjoy that too. 
 
What challenges & rewards have you experienced?      ../cont.. 
 
Christine talks to Lesley (cont.): 
Well, the challenge is just getting started. It is frustrating & concerning.           
The rewards are just magic -- to look back and say ‘Wow! I was 
instrumental in what has just happened, the joy & happiness, the effect on 
future lives’. It’s wonderful.    I am experienced in musical theatre and it 
is similar to directing, except, that I get to contribute to the script! 
 
What about your previous qualification? 
I am a teacher/librarian after specializing as an English/history teacher 
for 20 years. I enjoyed the actual teaching but things change, and the 
reporting system changed so much that we were no longer using our own 
judgment;  teachers  became disenfranchised. Teacher/Librarian gave me 
a new lease of life. It is a bit like Celebrancy in that it can be isolating 
and each person is their own boss. 
I have always sewn and learned cross stitch in the USA in 1983. I belong 
to the Embroidery Guild to broaden my knowledge. I still attend torchon 
classes (bobbin lace), it is satisfying & relaxing. 
 
How else do you relax? 
Reading, I love reading, fiction and historical non-fiction. 
 
Are you a city or country girl? 
Mostly city. When I was 13 we came to Australia from industrial 
Sheffield.   . We went to Murtoa ( that’s in the Wimmera) Then I went to 
Uni and I have not been back to the country to live.  Although, John and I 
did live in a country town in Tennessee for a year. 
 
So you went to the States after you married John? 
Yes. 
 
Are there any outstanding childhood memories ? 
The journey to Australia is still very vivid and I remember dancing 
school. I did ballet for 7 years and I also remember holidays by the sea,  
we had a caravan which Dad had helped rebuild (later we bought a 
larger one) and we went there whenever we could. 
 
I imagine you were a conscientious scholar ! 
No, I wasn’t. I survived on natural talent until yr 11. 
I only worked hard on things I liked - theatre, reading, NOT sport. 
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Well, that saves me the next question. Any other interests? 
Currently I do voluntary work for Vision Australia, mostly in proof 
reading.           ....cont/ 
 
 Christine talks to Lesley (cont.) 
I also read the local paper onto tape and people subscribe to it.    
I am heavily involved in the Local Neighbourhood House.  John is not 
involved in this now but I am involved in the  Kiwanis club through John. 
 
John was sick when we saw him on the theatre night in August. 
Yes, he is fine now. 
 
Did you marry in Australia? 
Yes , a small home wedding and a little party the next day. I wouldn’t 
have had it any other way. 
 
Sometimes the simple things are the most enjoyable. Life can become complicated. 
What about the forthcoming elections. Do they bother you? 
No I am pretty cynical. I believe most politicians start with good 
intentions but the system knocks it out of them. We usually go away and 
vote absentee, it’s become a tradition, bit funny really! 
 
So what is one of the important lessons life has taught you? 
Oh, that’s a hard one. I guess, to just keep having a go -- if one way fails, 
try another.          Integrity….I value this very highly. It seems many 
people do the right thing not because it is intrinsically right , 
 but because  they might get found out if they don’t. 
Your questions are exhausting!  
 
Yeh, I agree. Let’s lighten up. What is your favourite colour ? 
 Blue, and I like red. 
 
Who do you barrack for? 
I was asked that many times when we moved to Murtoa and I didn’t know 
what they were talking about “Barrack”… what’s “barrack”? Anyway I 
became the laughing stock until one girl whispered in my ear, “just say 
Essendon” That was my salvation and we are friends to this day. 
 
We have seen all we are going to see of Essendon for this year so let’s also call it a 
day and enjoy our cake and coffee. Thanks Lesley and all the best for the future. 
 
*************************************************** ****************** 

SOME DATES FOR YOUR 2008 DIARY 
Following requests from members that we do not have meetings on the 
same night of the week all the time, General meetings for next year have 
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been scheduled for:   Monday, February 4; Wednesday April 2; 
Tuesday June 3; Monday August 4, Wednesday October 1 and 
Monday December 1.            AGM on Wednesday, November 5 
You will receive an agenda and details  prior to each meeting. 

��������������	�
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�����
In September Elaine and I, together with our friends Pam and Dennis, went on a two-
week South Pacific cruise to celebrate our 40th wedding 
anniversaries.

 
  Our ship sailed from Sydney on a warm but overcast day and for the first two days 
sailed through five-metre swells! Needless to say the sea-sickness pills were a feature 
of our diet, however this did not deter us from enjoying the delights of the dining-
room.   
  The cities of Noumea and Suva didn’t do much for us, but we did find a taxi driver 
in Suva who had studied in Australia and he took us on a four-hour tour of Fiji with 
non-stop commentary.      His local knowledge gave us a close-up of how things are in 
Fiji -- and they aren’t good!     The days we visited the small islands of Yasawa, 
Mystery Island and Isle of Pines (photo location) were “tropical island days” with hot 
sun and warm water, just right for swimming and snorkeling.    On those days we 
would return to the ship about 5pm and laze in the spa with cocktails before the pre-
dinner show and then dinner.    Not much different to the on-board days really, except 
on those days we enjoyed the variety of things to do, or not do. 
  Would we do it again?    Well, who doesn’t enjoy not having to lift a finger (except 
to alert the drink waiter), having food and entertainment laid on from 6am to 3am and 
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lazing in the sun.    So yes, the next one is stuck on the fridge, -- but we might do UK 
and Europe first!              �	�����������
Thank you Stan, and what a great way to celebrate 40 years of marriage!  Congratulations to 
you and Elaine from all CA members.   (....and I’m sure now that Stan is back to work he 
would want to take this opportunity to remind all members to pay their annual fees now!) 

At Last!  

Newly-registered Civil Celebrant Lisa Patience tells us about her first wedding. 
 
   Well my big day finally came!  Yes my first “solo” wedding and it was worth the 
wait. Saturday October 27th saw me arriving at Werribee Park Mansion to join 
together in matrimony Celeste and Andrew.  It was a very special moment when their 
son, Christian (2 ½) handed me the rings!  Not a dry eye in the house (or garden I 
should say). 
   My journey towards becoming a celebrant began back in 2005 when I enrolled with 
AIET to do their Celebrants course. My registration came through in September 2007 
and it was a wonderful moment.  During this year I was approached to perform two 
weddings and I did these as a “Celebrant in Training” with a Registered Celebrant 
overseeing me. Both were wonderful occasions and confirmed that I really enjoy 
planning, writing and performing meaningful ceremonies. 
 

 
 
    This is my first “celebrants outing”. On January 6th I had the great pleasure of 
performing the ceremony for my best friend’s daughter, Lauren to Gary. It was a 
gorgeous day and she was a stunning bride.  Quat Quatta is a wonderful venue and the 
food is first class. 
   I have set up a Celebrants Business and have called it:  Weddings with Patience.   
No pun intended! 
 
Regards 
Lisa Patience 
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Wonderful story Lisa, thankyou for sharing it with us.   
Love the name for your business.    ../Liz 
 

 
THE CHRISTMAS STORY FOR REAL  – By Gareth Wilding-Forbes 

   Christmas is a celebration that is observed throughout the world, no matter what 
religion you follow in your personal life.  It is a festival to celebrate the birth of Jesus 
Christ, in a stable in the very old town of Bethlehem.  
   Jesus Christ was born over two thousand years ago. 
   The word Christmas means ‘Christ Mass’ which was the first celebration of the 
birth. It wasn’t until 350 years after his birth that the Christian Church decided to 
celebrate Jesus’ birthday. 
   December 25th is usually observed as the actual birthday of Jesus. That is why most 
countries celebrate Christmas in late December, but a few, like Holland, Greece and 
some North African countries, celebrate between mid-November and mid-January. 
   All countries seem to have two things in common. They celebrate with religious 
services and with very special food like special cakes and Christmas bread or sweets. 
Many countries celebrate with huge feasts or banquets, but everywhere it is celebrated 
with gatherings of family and friends. 
   Other important things are the Christmas tree, singing Christmas songs, known as 
carols, giving and receiving presents and of course, Father Christmas, who is often 
known as Santa Claus.    Children all over the world believe that if they are good 
Santa Claus will bring presents for them while they sleep. 
   Santa Claus has other names including St. Nicholas in Holland, St. Vasilis in 
Greece, Baboushka, which means Grandmother, in Russia and Christkind in 
Germany. They all bring the spirit of giving and sharing to people you love….in fact 
they bring goodwill to everybody. 
   Christmas is celebrated in a variety of different ways. In South American countries 
friends and family gather on Christmas Eve. After attending church they sit down for 
a celebration feast and on the stroke of midnight exchange gifts. 
   In London a huge Christmas tree is erected in Trafalgar Square. This is an annual 
gift from the people of Norway. Huge glass and metal balls cover the tree as well as 
decorative lighting. These are the modern version of oranges, lemons and apples that 
people used to decorate their tress way back in History. At the top of the tree is 
usually a very large star or an angel. This reminds us of the Star of Bethlehem which 
guided the three wise men to the stable where the birth took place. 
   People in the United States also exchange presents on Christmas Eve then they go to 
church on Christmas morning before watching or taking part in one of the hundreds of 
community parades which are held throughout the states. 
   The giving of presents commemorates the Three Wise Men who bought gold, 
frankincense and myrrh.  
   In Western countries including Australia, New Zealand, Britain and North America 
decorating and lighting up the outside of houses has become very popular.   
   Singing Christmas songs, has been a tradition for over a thousand years and is 
considered a very important part of the celebration of Christmas. 
   Christmas is a time of sharing with family, friends and often helping people you 
have never met through donations to charities so that others may enjoy the season.  
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   The story of Christmas changes from country to country and is celebrated in 
different ways depending on what you believe, but it is generally acknowledged as a 
time of peace, a time of sharing with others and helping those in need. 
  To everyone may I extend my own good wishes to you, your families and friends 
this Christmas and may the New Year bring happiness, prosperity and a renewed zest 
for life. 
��������	
�	�
��������
This poem by my mother recalls the Christmastime in 1930 when she was 8 yrs old. 

AGNES the THIRD  by Molly Wiles 
Three girls with names the very same were in the class with me, 
  All Agnes Rattigans they were, and known as A, B, C. 
‘A’, my friend, a ginger-nut, had freckles by the score, 
  And Agnes ‘B’ had straight brown hair – her nose was always sore. 
The third was very fragile, and her school work way behind, 
  She spent a lot of time at home – yet no-one seemed to mind; 
But when she didn’t even come to the Christmas break-up do, 
  We thought she must be very sick and wondered what to do. 
So A and B and Mary Hughes and Dorothy and me 
  We scrounged some Christmas bunting and we made a Christmas tree. 
Mary had a long, strong cane of bluey-greeny hue 
  And we stuck it in a bucket with a clump of earth and glue. 
And someone found some corset wires, and we covered them with crepe 
  And tied them to the coloured cane with red and yellow tape; 
And we knocked on doors in Dock Street and down Rosemary Lane 
  And gathered balls and tinsel, and glued them to the frame. 
By now it seemed, the neighbourhood had rallied to the cause 
  And soon we had more goodies from knocking on the doors, 
And sprigs of holly, sugar mice, and crackers by the score 
  Appeared as if by magic – and still came ever more! 
Then Mrs Cartledge brought a gift – an angel white and neat 
  To stick upon the topmost branch and make it all complete, 
Then burly, Boxey Rogers brought his pony and his dray 
  And the Christmas tree was cheered aboard and slowly drawn away. 
And surely, half of Castlegate went dancing in its wake, 
  We wondered what we’d started here, for little Agnes’ sake. 
Then someone started singing and we all joined in the song 
  And when we reached the Rattigans we’d grown to quite a throng. 
And standing in the fading light we carolled loud and clear, 
  Until the door was opened wide and caused a fervent cheer! 
The five of us were thrust inside, then came the precious tree 
  And Agnes stared with popping eyes – t’was wonderful to see. 
They propped her up with pillows and her smile was ear to ear 
  Her mother gave us spice cake as she wiped away a tear; 
And through that cruel winter when the snow fell thick and fast 
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  They said her time was running out – each breath could be her last. 
We used to tiptoe in the room and trim the dying tree, 
  Replacing leaves and ribbons with whatever there might be; 
And Agnes seemed to rally – she would watch her tree with pride 
  On a table by the window, as the sunlight streamed inside. 

…cont/ 
Agnes the Third (cont.) 

One day she spoke to Ging and me – We’d thought her on the mend, 
  She said “I’m going to heaven soon, on that you can depend”. 
We didn’t quite know what to say, and Ging began to cry 
  “Oh, quit your moaning Ging” I said, “You know she’s going to die”. 
‘Cos children call a spade a spade and practice no deceit, 
  And Agnes knew, to share with friends would make it more complete, 
And so we talked of Heaven and what it had in store, 
  And we all agreed that the home of God would have a Golden Door! 
And there would be the softest beds and coal fires in the grate, 
  And fish and chips and proper cups and tarts on every plate! 
And at night the gas lamps all would glow and no-one could be ill, 
  And every girl would have a doll, to love and dress at will. 
And angels come to tuck you in and block the door draughts out, 
  And the sweetest dreams would all come true, there wasn’t any doubt! 
And so we saw our heaven and we revelled in its joy 
  And Agnes seemed contented – preparing to enjoy. 
Yet Spring arrived and Whitsuntide and still she lingered on, 
  Until one early morning when they told us she had gone. 
So, after school, the Agneses and Mary, Dot and me 
  We went to pay our last respects and pray on bended knee. 
The curtain drawn, the room was dark, just candles by the bed 
  And Agnes looking frozen, with a cross above her head; 
And Mary, in her gormless way, said ‘How come she’s still here? 
  I thought she’d gone to heaven” – and she shed a salty tear. 
The rest of us were stymied!    “She has to go to Mass” 
  I said, (and hoping I was right), I nudged the little lass, 
“They have to take her into church and say a special prayer, 
  Then if you look inside the box, you’ll see she isn’t there!”  
It all made sense to the rest of us, so it seemed to fall in place, 
  Though many a night I would see again that little frozen face. 
She had the grandest funeral  -- the best in all the land 
  They chose twelve of her classmates to form a choral band. 
We wore our Whitsun dresses and walked on either side 
  With veils and flowers on our heads – just like a proper bride, 
Our baskets filled with petals, to strew along the way 
  And weeping women moaning – a really dreary day. 
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And when it all was over there was such a sumptuous feast, 
  We started to enjoy ourselves –Not worried in the least, 
And we would often wonder in the days and weeks to come 
  If Agnes up in heaven was a truly chosen one. 
We felt a little jealous when we thought about that place 
..but what I never could forget was that small frozen face. 
Judy Brooks submits some wise words:   
 
"The 3 P's - Prepare, Plan & Perform"  
    When two people decide they are going to marry, numerous 
feelings are involved.  They first experience happiness, a series of 
possibility and excitement. 
   Then, as talk of the ceremony comes around, that initial joyous 
spirit is likely to be replaced by questions and complications as a 
deluge of details beg for attention.  Planning a wedding is a 
complex and demanding process.  Preparing for a wedding may 
raise issues that can, in many ways, be a test for the marriage.   It 
is often helpful to think about the difference between a marriage 
and a wedding.  Marriage indicates the pledge of loyalty and 
faithfulness two people make to each other.  A wedding more 
commonly refers to the ceremony representing this promise. 
   A wedding ceremony is a ritual.  A ritual is "a series of symbolic 
acts focused towards fulfilling a particular intention" 
  For most people, the intention expressed in a wedding is to make 
public and formalise the love and commitment in the relationship.  
This is usually the ceremony itself. 
   However, if you look at a ritual as having four separate steps - 
the first is planning, next comes preparations, then the 
manifestation or ceremony itself, and finally the completion or 
incorporation of what has taken place - you can begin to see how 
the creation of a wedding can become an experience of 
unfathomed dimensions. 
   The organisation of all these details can be handled by the 
engaged couple (novices), their family (interference?), the 
celebrant (professional knowledge), a wedding consultant (can be 
expensive) or a combination of any of these people.  They can 
assist with the planning and preparation stages. 
  Remember the ceremony and ritual organisation is th e job of 
the celebrant .  The choice of celebrant becomes a vital 
instrument in the creation of a memorable wedding 
 
 
 
Members wishing to view previous editions of The CAN will find 
them on our website www.celebrantsaustralia.asn.au 
Click on ‘Newsletters’ then enter User ID:  ca   then Password:  victoria 
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