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Congratulations to our ‘new’ civil celebrants 
Peter, Wendy, Carol and Richard 

They’ve made it! Finally!  From among the 429 newly registered 
civil marriage celebrants in Victoria, who  have been waiting, waiting for 
the AG to take his cap off,  the last of our members on the long waiting 
list are now authorized.    ��������	
������  to Peter Hooper, Wendy 
Dalton, Carol Shepherd, Richard Bryant and Congratulations also to 
Kim’s wife, Sharon Walsh who also gained her registration this month. 

Now that the cap is lifted it will be interesting to see if the AG 
moves the goalposts for aspiring celebrants.       We have heard a whisper 
that future registration will be dependent on the applicants having 
‘Certificate IV in Marriage Celebrancy’. 

In the meantime we can be sure that we’ll all have to keep abreast 
of the game.    There are a LOT of civil celebrants in the marketplace 
now, and we can expect some price-cutting as everyone looks for a slice 
of the pie.  If your strategy is to offer low-priced ceremonies you will act 
accordingly.    If price is not your primary focus, you’d better make sure 
your customers know what sets you apart from the rest!    We know that 
many couples ring up celebrants with one question: “How much do you 
charge?”     Have your answer ready. 

Two tips gleaned from my many years in small business:   There is 
always someone else out there who can ‘do it’ cheaper than you – the 
solution is not to undercut the competition, but to offer a superior 
product.      After the fact, the price is not remembered, but the product is! 
No one will remember their wedding with fondness because it only cost 
them $200 for the celebrant! They will remember the ‘product’ you 
provided.    So sock it to ‘em!   Good luck.    Liz Agius-Wiles,   Editor 
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From the Chair   
Judy Brooks 
Chairperson 2008 
Celebrants Australia Inc 
 
I just can’t believe that we are ¾ way through 
2008, where has the time gone?  If you are 
anything like me, you will have about 5 things 
on the go at once.  I keep telling myself that I 
should have some ‘ME’ time, well there’s 
always next year. 

  Being a registered celebrant and officiating at lots of weddings etc, is everyone’s 
wish, but with the removal of the ‘capping’ by the Attorney General’s Dept this year, 
we are going to see a larger number of celebrants being registered as they are found to 
be eligible and meet the AG’s criteria.  
  So how can we stand out from the rest?  --By being Professional. 
  All Marriage Celebrants are required to undergo five hours of On-going Professional 
Development (OPD) per year so it is fair to say that most Celebrants are highly 
trained and qualified whether recently appointed or have many years' experience. 
  Civil Marriage Celebrants are professional people who will ensure that your special 
day is one to be remembered. They will officiate at formal, informal wedding 
ceremonies or themed ceremonies and, in most cases, are prepared to include some 
religious content which could be the reading of a prayer by a family member. 
  A Civil Marriage Celebrant will accommodate your choice of location for the 
marriage ceremony thus giving you total control of this special occasion. 
   When you are contacted by a prospective couple, do you ask them if they have 
browsed the pages of listed celebrants?  Did they choose one or two to contact?  Are 
you their first choice?  Arrange to meet with them, let them see how professional you 
are, how you operate and, most importantly, if you are comfortable with them and 
vica versa. 
  A Marriage Celebrant´s role in a wedding is probably the most important role and 
it is essential that you show the couple that they can have confidence in you. 
  We are always being asked about Australians marrying non Australians, so I would 
like to share the following information with you. 
 
Marriage and Immigration 
  Australia's immigration laws offer visas to foreign people who are in relationships 
with Australians. The rules are very complex. This article is intended to provide a 
general overview only; do not rely on it. Advise your couple to seek legal advice, 
never give it. 
Legal Advice 
  If you are a Marriage Celebrant or other interested person, never give immigration 
assistance.   Always refer your clients to a properly qualified and registered person. 
A person who is not a Registered Migration Agent must not give immigration 
assistance and must not receive (or even ask for) a reward for doing so. The penalties 
vary from fines of thousands of dollars to ten years imprisonment.            (Cont.) 
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Relationship Visas 
  There are three main types of relationship visa. Most relationship visas are part of a 
two stage process that is used to test relationships before the Australian Government 
approves permanent residence; stage one is a two-year temporary visa, stage two is 
permanent residence. All relationship visas are granted with full work rights and 
unlimited 'come and go' travel rights. People in verifiable long term relationships can 
be approved immediately for a permanent visa if they provide the evidence 
Immigration requires. 
1. Prospective Marriage (Fiance) 
Easiest relationship visa to apply for; less documents required; arrive in Australia with 
full work rights; permission to visit your fiancé in Australia can be obtained while 
awaiting grant of Prospective Marriage visa.   
  Must be outside Australia to apply and for visa grant; part of a unique three stage 
process to permanent residence (while there is extra bureaucracy, the result is the 
same); only available to heterosexual couples. 
2. Spouse (Married) 
  Can apply in Australia*; allowed to stay in Australia on a 'bridging visa' while 
Immigration considers case; can seek work rights while awaiting visa grant* 
  Newly married couples can fail to meet Immigration requirements; must have very 
convincing proof of relationship; the legal definition of 'what is a spouse' is two and a 
half pages long. 
3. Spouse (De Facto) 
  Can apply in Australia*; allowed to stay in Australia on a 'bridging visa' while 
Immigration considers case; can seek work rights while awaiting visa grant* 
  Must have very convincing proof of relationship dating back minimum of twelve 
months; the legal definition of 'what is a spouse' is two and a half pages long. 

*Not possible in all cases. Some cases are limited by the conditions on their current 
visa, their circumstances, or the lack of an appropriate visa. Couples must seek legal 
advice before they apply. 

 
  This year began with our Secretary, Christine’s father passing away, my husband of 
30 years passing away suddenly in March and Liz’s sister, joining that sisterhood in 
heaven, in July.  I know that being a ‘trained and professional celebrant’ helped me to 
make sure that my husband ‘went out in style, and say the right words to describe the 
person he was’. From me personally, I would like to thank everyone for their sincere 
words of comfort and understanding. 
 
  I have decided not to continue as Chairperson in 2009, I feel that we have very 
capable members who can contribute to our executive and that ‘new ideas are good 
ideas’, so remember to get your voting form back to Christine before the deadline and 
put forward your name or someone else, for a position on the executive. 
 
Signing off………….Judy Brooks 
 
 
 
The following is a reading that I gave at my husband’s funeral, it is one that you 
might like to use if the need arises.      (Cont.) 
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A Fallen Limb 
 

A limb has fallen from the family tree, 
I hear a voice that whispers, ‘ Grieve not for me’. 
Remember the best times, the laughter, the songs 

The good I lived while I was strong 
Continue my heritage, I’m counting on you 
Keep on smiling, the sun will shine through. 

My mind is at ease, my soul is at rest 
Remembering all … how I was truly blessed 

Continue traditions, no matter how small 
Go on with your lives, don’t stare at the wall 

I miss you all dearly so keep up your chin 
Until that fine day we’re together again. 

       Anonymous 
 

Our CA Committee this year - 2008         
Chairperson – Judy Brooks 
Vice Chairperson – Gareth Wilding-Forbes 
Secretary – Christine Haddrick 
Treasurer – Stan Newman 
Committee members:   Lea Waszkinel, Liz Agius-Wiles,  
Bess Kyriakidis, Peter Hooper, Sherinda Shea, Ruth Johnston. 
Sub-Committees: 
Ongoing Professional Development – Sherinda  
Marketing -  Bess,  
Membership – Liz, Stan 
Editorial – Liz, Gareth, Stan  
Constitution -- Peter and Lea 
 

Our 5 th  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held on 
Wednesday, November 5, 2008  
All committee positions will be declared vacant. 
Nominations are invited for the positions of  
Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer  
and SIX committee members.   
Nominations, seconded, should be forwarded to Secretary 
Christine at chaddcmc@iprimus.com.au before October 29. 

�
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Sherinda Shea on Ongoing Professional Development (OPD) 

In June 08, a number of CA members participated in a group OPD 
organised by our Association for the 2007-08 reporting year.  The 5 hours 
OPD was delivered by Sally Cant. We had very positive feedback from 
participants about the content and standard of delivery; the benefits of 
group discounted course fees and attending a session with fellow 
members in a familiar venue.                                                            

Several of our members have asked if we could organise further group 
OPDs for the 2008-09 reporting year.  We have done just that.    We've 
once again negotiated with Sally Cant to deliver a group OPD.  We will 
be offering two OPD sessions. The sessions will be held six months apart.  
More information about the structure and discounted group fees will be 
provided next month.   

For those of you who haven't quite caught up with the 2008-09 OPD 
requirements; essentially you still need to complete five hours of OPD.  
The form of the OPD will be a mix of compulsory activity DVD and a 
further 3 hours of selected activities. Every celebrant is required to 
purchase a copy of the DVD. The duration of the DVD is yet to be 
confirmed by the AG's department. We are also waiting to hear from the 
AG's department about the availability of a one-hour (non-compulsory) 
session offered as part of the package with a group viewing of the DVD.  
This one hour session can only be delivered by approved OPD providers. 
We understand that the focus of the one hour session is to help celebrants 
develop skills in interrogating the DVD for answers to questions that 
arise in their work.  

Attending a group viewing of the DVD and the one-hour non-compulsory 
OPD will give celebrants three of their five hours' OPD.  The further two 
hours can be an activity selected from the list of other approved activities 
as listed on the AG's website OR a course available locally at a 
community education or TAFE or registered private provider. If you wish 
to undertake a course at a local provider, remember, you will need to first 
seek approval from the AG's Department for such an activity to count 
towards fulfilling your own OPD obligations. Refer to the AG's website 
for further information.   The group OPD we are negotiating with Sally 
Cant will be five hours duration. It will include facilitated group viewing 
of the compulsory activity DVD, supported by the one-hour non-
compulsory session on efficient ways of interrogating the DVD; followed 
by a further two hours "other approved activity".        Stay in touch for 
further information on our upcoming OPD.  Sherinda     
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CA’s  Marketing Co-ordinator Bess Kyriakidis 
Hi Bess, thanks for this interview, it is a good way to get to know one another isn’t it?  
Yes talking from the heart about oneself is a good way to get to know somebody.  
And you ask some interesting questions Chris. 

So you are a Celebrant. How long has this been going on? 
2 years now. 
 
Where did you do your training? 
AIET via correspondence whilst Phil was still there 
 
Do you specialize in any particular area? 
I love my weddings, but I have to say that my thing is really the “funerals” as sad as 
they are, but I feel that I am contributing towards the family’s grieving process, as I 
tell a good story about their loved one (or so people often tell me) 
 
Has anything unusual or funny happened in this job? 
During one of my weddings, the groom was in his own little world when he was 
supposed to be listening and repeating the Vows after me 
Another wedding, the bride became so emotional she stopped half way through the 
Vows and could not speak for a few minutes – I just put my arm around her – and 
waited for her to continue after she composed herself.   (Cont.) 
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What do you like best about being a celebrant ? 
At weddings, being there with my couple during one of life’s milestones and watching 
the happiness all around. 
At funerals, watching the audience agree with what I am saying and either smiling or 
shaking their heads, again in agreeance. 
 
You are a member of Celebrants Australia.   . What does that do for you personally? 
Being part of a dynamic group of people, belonging, being one of the colleagues, 
sharing and learning from them 
 
Are you a member of any other groups  either celebrancy or otherwise? 
I am a Volunteer community speaker for The Heart Foundation 
 
So Bess, being Greek, I don’t think you were baptized “Bess” Is this true? 
I was baptized “Vasiliki”.   Just as well one of my Aussie friends in primary school, 
said that my Greek name was too hard to pronounce so she gave me my new name – 
She said “we will call you Bessie”. Just as well because I would have probably got 
nicknamed Vaseline or something ridiculous like that… and Bessie became Bess in 
high school and that’s where it stopped… I’m so glad that happened… because I feel 
like a Bess… funny that !!! 
 
What’s your favourite Greek dish? 
Anything Greek cooked by my clever friends who LOVE cooking… unlike me ! 
 
What about your best Aussie food - please don’t say meat pie, I heard a blow fly was 
found in one yesterday.    In my whole life living in Australia, I had my one and only 
meat pie – 30 years ago – I remember enjoying it very much – but never touched it 
again…    Oh and I love risotto and pasta – is that Aussie food ? or Italian food? 
Whatever it is, I love it – when someone else cooks it – like some chef in some 
restaurant… OH and chocolate mud cake . 
 
When did you first arrive in Australia? 
In March 1960 on a big ship -  with Mom Dad and my one and only Sister 
 
And do you have family nearby?    My parents live in the next street, walking distance 
from me in Pascoe Vale.    My sister lives closer to the city 
 
Would you like to tell us a bit about your immediate family? 
Married for 30 years (to the same man). Two children, boy and girl.   The girl is 
married and has recently produced my first grandchild – a little baby girl - who is now 
just 4 months old and very cute…. But aren’t they all?        The boy is living with his 
beautiful English girlfriend in an apartment in the city – no talk  about marriage… he 
tells me I will have to wait a long time before he decides to get married… what is a 
long time? 10 years for him. He is now 28… 
 
So you attended school in Melbourne ? 
First 3 grades in Greece and when we got to Melbourne I attended Coburg North 
primary school in Coburg. And Coburg High School in Bell Street – that is no longer 
there.          (Cont.) 
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What were your main interests at school? 
In primary school I played sport – a game called “Rounders” – and I was good at that. 
I remember getting special permission from my class teacher to go out and play 
Rounders when we played against other schools. A lot of fun that ! 
In high school I loved French – my best subject – loved it so much and still do – so   
I am thinking of taking it up again – when I can find some time ! 
 
And then what work did you do after school days and before you became a Celebrant? 
Went to private secretarial school, did the shorthand / typing / business course for 2 
years. So I got into secretarial work – liked the shorthand and could do it relatively 
well – about 120 words a minute….. wish I could remember that now.. 
And I liked public speaking from early on – so I did a variety of other jobs – spruiking 
at Myer and around Melbourne shopping centres, I worked as Master of Ceremonies 
for a variety of functions, specializing in weddings (using my bilingual skills) – I did 
some “extras” work in local movies and some TV shows…. Then came the Celebrant 
thing, followed by the Public speaker… 
 
Do you work in Celebrancy full time?    Full time Celebrant work?  I wish… 
So I have a day job – office admin – and still do a little spruiking and some MC work 
and lots of public speaking 
 
Is your footy team winning?     Not into football – at all ! 
 
What hobbies or voluntary things are you involved in? 
I give some time to The Heart Foundation as one of their community speakers – I 
have already done about 7 presentations for them and have 3 more on my books to do 
in the next couple of months – and the requests keep coming – and I welcome those 
with open arms… because the work absolutely thrills me … and I feel as though I am 
giving something back.   It’s all about looking after your health, your heart, 
exercising, nutrition, and basically changing your behaviour and living a better 
lifestyle. 
 
If money was no object where would you go for a holiday?  Paris,  France. 
 
Do you like animals? Have one?  Small kittens and puppies are gorgeous – and I 
enjoy them when I visit friends who have pets – but no I don’t have any of my own. 
Well thanks Bess, as you know I am on a deadline here so maybe we will leave it at 
that for now and I look forward to seeing you at the next meeting, knowing you a little 
better.           Chris  
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It has been a long wait 
until finally becoming an 
Authorised Celebrant, in 
fact a long held goal going 
back to around the turn of 
the century!  I have to 
admit that my first reaction 
was pure excitement, to see 
my name on the AG’s 
register, and to receive my 
Celebrants Information Kit 
with my registration 
number.  I sent e-mails, 
telephoned friends and 
family, celebrated the 
beginning of a new era … 
  I’ve been performing 
Commitment and 
Namegiving ceremonies 

for the last few years, and so the mechanics of gathering information 
from my clients, working with them, and creating ceremonies is nothing 
new.  What is new however, is the realisation that I have legal obligations 
to fulfil: completion of NOIM’s, declarations, marriage certificates, 
keeping records, filing marriage details with BDM.  Wow!  The pure 
excitement became tinged with a little edge of fear, but only until I 
realised that all the information I need is there, within my notes from my 
course, within the helpful information kit, and of course within the 
support that is out there - from the Celebrants Australia Association and 
its generous members. 
  I’m looking forward now to my first wedding, the new website is almost 
ready to launch, the word is out, and of course, like all celebrants I’m 
sure, I’m looking forward to providing my couples with a marriage 
ceremony to remember �  

Carol Shepherd 
Authorised Marriage Celebrant 
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   During the waiting period I have 
assisted some of our church 
pastors in conducting wedding 
ceremonies and getting familiar 
with the procedures (without the 
responsibility of getting all the 
paperwork correct and submitted 
to the registrar).   This has been 
both challenging and exciting as I 
could see what will eventually be 
my sole responsibility in ensuring 
these happy occasions are what 
each couple wants and are days 
to be remembered for the rest of 
their lives together.    It has been 
fascinating talking to couples and 
seeing what they expect to 
happen and then assisting them 
to ensure the wedding both meets 
their aspirations as well as the 
statutory requirements.    So far I 
have not encountered any difficult 
situations and have received very 
positive comments back from the wedding party, thei r families and my 
pastors which has greatly encouraged me during my “ apprenticeship”. I 
now look forward to my first solo run in the near f uture. 

Richard Bryant, CMC 
B Sc (Melb) 

Grad Dip Electronic Instrumentation (RMIT) 
=========================================================== 
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  September 1 – not a single name.  Typical.  They took a fortnight to all be listed last 
year 

  September 2 – there are new names out!  429 for Victoria – including mine!!   The 
waiting’s finally over.  Yessssss!!!!!!!!!!!! 
  Now, how far did I get with my revision so I’d be ready to hit the ground running?  - 
Mmmm, not started!         Web site?  - Errr, same. 
  Sorting out the 100 thousand files under “Celebrancy? - Ahh, I made some progress 
there.  I’ve sorted about 5% into some broad categories.  Only another 90K to go. And 
then I have to check what I want and don’t want.  Where did I file the sample 
ceremonies?  And the ones for hand fasting, and I should have stuff on sand, rose and 
candle ceremonies.  I’m sure there are more of these add-on bits too; what else is 
there?  What are they?  Jumping the broom is one! What’s the heck’s that all about. I 
meant to …… 
  Where’s that to-do list?  Oh I give up on all these questions.  It’s too embarrassing!  
I was going to do …….. Oh, yeah I had the tax returns to do.  No, I can’t use that 
excuse – I’ve had nearly three years to get organised.  I did mean to start July 2007.    
I remember now - I was working on the Rules of Association then.  I was going to 
start once they were finished.  But I had twelve months, so I thought I’d go to the 
CMS conference again this year.  I needed to finish the Bethel course.  And then 
Easter.  And then all that 1838-1854 shipping stuff to be scanned .. And then the new 
grandchild. ..And then they asked me to take on this new consulting role….  And the 
training for that ……..  Mmmm, maybe Carolyn’s right.  Every time I find a spare 
five minutes I take on something else..!         OK – sort out the priorities.: 

1. Insurance;      
2.  Stationery from Canprint 
3.  Blast!  Liz will be wanting all these names and email addresses for the new 

celebrants.  I’d better do that before anything else.  429 names to extract.  
That’s all I need!!! 

4. General stationery;      
5.  Business cards;     
6.  Name badges;     
7.  Web site 
8.  Advertising;   
9. ……………. 

Oh not another email from Liz!  “Peter, I want a few words on how it feels to be 
authorised.”  Great, I’ll give her a few words!!  Why did I ever get into all this?  It’s 
all so stressful.  And to think I’d been looking forward to this day…… 

……Argghhhhhh *!@$#&%#.                           Peter Hooper CMC  
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Marriage of Foreign Nationals, Apostille and all that 
 
  “I have a couple from (country of choice) who want to me to perform their marriage 
ceremony.  I have a few queries about passports/visas/residency/Apostille 
stamp………….” 
  This topic has been raised in a couple of different forums lately.  From the 
discussion it seems to me that marriage celebrants sometimes became confused with 
what their role is and is not. 
  Put simply, the role of an Authorised Marriage Celebrant is to perform a marriage 
ceremony in accordance with Australian law.  Our role does not include providing 
migration advice.  We are not qualified in migration law, and if we give couples 
incorrect advice we may find ourselves facing a lawsuit!   
  So, who can be married in Australia?  Anyone who complies with Marriage Act – 
simplistically anyone of marriageable age and status who can provide the requirement 
documentation.  Australian law allows anyone to be married here (in Queensland and 
Sydney the marriage of foreign nationals is very big business).   
  A common problem area is when foreign nationals want to stay in Australia – 
whether it be temporarily or permanently.  It is the couple’s responsibility to find out 
whether or not they have the appropriate visas and/or residency permits to stay on 
after the marriage.  I strongly encourage celebrants not to get involved!  Celebrants 
are not even required to sight any visas. 
  Some celebrants take the onus themselves to chase up DFAT*, migration agents, 
consulates etc..  As mentioned above, this could prove a very costly experience.  
Direct the couple to contact these bodies themselves.  Do NOT be a misguided 
intermediary. 
  Another area of concern is whether their marriage will be recognised in their home 
country, and if there are any special requirements. 
  Again, the couple must carry out their own investigations.  It is preferable they 
check with their government BEFORE leaving for Australia.  Failing that they should 
contact their high commission or embassy in Australia.  It is not uncommon for an 
Apostille or Authentication to be required. 
  In such cases the couple need to obtain their marriage certificate promptly and have 
the Apostille or Authentication attached before leaving Australia.  DFAT* offices can 
provide both Apostilles and Authentications, whilst Australian high commissions and 
embassies can provide Authentications. 
  It may be possible for celebrants to arrange to do this for the couple, but be advised 
that it can be time consuming and will incur costs.  Ensure that your time and 
expenses have been adequately covered before volunteering to do this. 
  Check out http://www.smartraveller.gov.au/authen.html for further information. 
 

Peter G P Hooper 
 
(* Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade) 
 
Disclaimer: This article has been compiled from information from a variety of sources.  Whilst care 
has been taken in its compilation it is provided as general information only and is not to be taken as a 
legal opinion.  It is the responsibility of readers to obtain their own advice as to its accuracy or 
otherwise. 
����
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  Membership and web page fees are our only sources of income. 
  You pay your annual membership fee of $50 and apart from the fact that it is a tax 
deduction you may not give it another thought.   So how do we use our members’ 
money?    What are the costs of running an organisation such as ours? 
  The recurring expenses are insurance, web site maintenance, web hosting, domain 
name renewal, consumer affairs fees and bank fees.    These account for 50 % of our 
income from members. 
  The surplus allows us to offer special events, such as the very successful new 
celebrants information evening, and to make presentations to people from outside of 
our organisation who speak at our meetings. 
  We are fortunate in that AIET allows us to use their premises for our meetings at no 
cost. 
  Each year we have generated a small operating profit, some of which has been used 
to purchase items which can be used by our members, such as the Celebrants 
Australia banner and the portable notice board. 
  We maintain a cash balance for any unforseen expenses, however in a small 
organisation such as ours where the income is received over a relatively short period, 
we have to budget to ensure a cash flow throughout the year. 
  The current move by the AG’s department to form a national body to represent all 
celebrant organisations will be an added cost for us. We will have to pay an annual 
membership fee to this organisation and fund at least 2 trips each year for our 
representative to attend meetings in Canberra. Something for your executive to work 
on to ensure that we continue as a viable organisation. 
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The Royal View, Sapa 
 The land slopes gently down for a few hundred metres, then drops steeply down to 
the valley floor. On the far side, the mountain range rises and steepens as it touches 
the sky. The foothills are partly cleared and terraced for rice paddies, but the 
mountains are a rich dark green of dense forest. 
  The range includes Mount Fancipans, at around 3,500 metres, the highest peak in 
Indo-China. It is immensely sad to realise that what seems like impenetrable bush has 
been completely cleared of mega-fauna – tigers, bears, antelope are effectively 
extinct, with no sightings for decades. Even the “wild pig” on the local menus is a 
reference to “free range”, not to an animal living in the wild. 
  The hills and mountains appear and disappear as they are obscured in moody cloud. 
Closer, the town is ringed by fields growing vegetables for the busy local market. 
Immediately below our balcony are the houses of the locals. Among the mainly 
ramshackle constructions are a few smart buildings with yellow-painted balconies.  
  The yards of the local’s houses have a mix of geese, dogs and chickens all foraging 
among the scraps. People are everywhere going about their business, doing washing, 
washing themselves, collecting greens, some just mucking about. People wash 
themselves outdoors drawing water from a variety of tubs, barrels and tanks. They are 
very modest, perhaps aware of being observed from above. There is no hurried 
movement, everything progresses at a sedate pace. 
  There is quite a lot of construction going on, mainly extending and fitting out more 
tourist accommodation. The construction workers go from dawn to dusk at a steady 
pace. Among the manual labourers are women, doing the same heavy work, including 
carrying concrete in baskets on their heads.   
As in all of Vietnam that we’ve seen, their work practices are straight out of the 
“hazardous and dangerous” manual on occupational health and safety. Two men work 
on platforms around five to twenty metres off the ground, rendering the outside of 
balconies. For one the platform is a few boards placed across some bamboo poles.        
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L&S Vietnamese holiday (cont.)  
 
 Another man is standing on the edge 
of a big drop working over his head. 
The support for his plank is a bizarre 
series of trestles stacked on top of 
other makeshift trestles so the whole 
support seems horribly rickety and 
unstable – except this man is as steady 
as a rock and has been using the same 
weird arrangement for some days 
without once wavering, never unsure. 
  The sun has come out, so women are 
airing luridly coloured blankets over 
the balconies. On a rooftop a woman is 
drying big flat dishes of vegetables and 
corn on a large women mat. 
  On the bottom floor of this building a 
man is sanding wooden slats, sitting on 
the ground using an electric grinding 
device, he is holding each slat with his 
bare feet – as he slides the grinder back 
and forward each time he just misses 
his bare feet. One false move and his 
toes are sliced off. He carries on with 
this routine for sometimes an hour 
without a break or a slip. 
  One house has a very faded 
Vietnamese flag outside and its 
frontage and the whole of its rear are 
covered with a thick canopy of 
pumpkin vines, affording privacy from 
the balconies above. Outside this place 
a man fussily cleans up the front 
garden, then throws all the debris onto 
the common path outside. 
  Even the poorest of the ramshackle 
constructions have either a TV aerial  
or satellite dish attached to them. A 
girl perched on the edge of a roof is 
trying to adjust a TV aerial that is tied 
to the end of a five metre bamboo pole, 
secured by a few strands of wire. 
  Electrical wires are strung in scores 
of strands in tangles from a variety of 
different sorts of poles.  A woman uses 
the tangle of wires to good advantage 
and hangs her washing from them.   

 
Sherinda with Red Hmong Woman 
 
Remarkably in this remote area of 
Vietnam the electricity is highly 
reliable and the Internet functions 
without interruption for the whole of 
our four day stay. 
  A man comes out of his house to the 
common path and cleans a fish, 
sending its guts down the slope of the 
open drain. A dog ventures along the 
path sniffing for anything that might be 
edible. It is set upon by a team of three 
bigger dogs – there’s a quick fight in 
which the forager gets bitten and 
retreats yelping in indignation. 
  There is a constant flow of people 
going about their daily business 
carrying everything from gas cylinders 
to baskets of greens. Unusually there 
are hardly any motorbikes in the lane 
below, probably because there are 
three flights of steps at the top end 
deterring their progress. It is about the 
only place that motorbikes are not 
found; usually they are parked so close 
on the footpaths that there is no room 
for pedestrians – walkers have to 
dodge the traffic on the road. 
The recent storms and floods around 
Sapa have resulted in numerous 
landslips and damage to roads. The 
main road from Lao Cai (the main city 
on the Chinese border) and the train 
from Hanoi to Lao Cai were both 
blocked for several days by landslides, 
isolating Sapa and preventing tourists 
from leaving or arriving.  Lyndon 
Vietnam, August 2008. 
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Members wishing to view previous editions of The CAN will find 
them on our website www.celebrantsaustralia.asn.au 
Click on ‘Newsletters’ then enter User ID:  ca   then Password:  victoria 
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CELEBRANTS AUSTRALIA MEMBERSHIP LIST – Sept. 2008  
Name                               Email  
AGIUS-WILES Liz lizagiuswiles@bigpond.com 
BARLOW Jenny jennyb@solutions-group.com.au 
BARNES Allan             (Hon,) abarnes@aiet.com.au 
BARNES Connie         (Hon,) cbarnes@aiet.com.au 
BIRKS Lesley skrib@netspace.net.au 
BROOKS Judith jbrookscmc@bigpond.com 
BRYANT Richard richones@optusnet.com.au 
DALTON Wendy S. wendy.dalton@bigpond.com.au 
DIDENKOWSKI Kay A. didenkowski@bigblue.net.au 
EVANS Mary mdaly@netlink.com.au 
FLINT Spencer sepf@iprimus.com.au 
FLORENT Mr Jean jean.florent@igs.vic.edu.au 
FRANZI-FORD Anne Maree Anne.Franzi-Ford@petermac.org 
FREEMAN Sheila sams48@iprimus.com.au 
HADDRICK Christine chaddcmc@iprimus.com.au 
HOOPER Peter G.P. peterh@affordablecelebrant.com 
JARRETT Christie pjarrett@bigpond.com 
JOHNSTON, Ruth rjohnston1@optushome.com.au 
KATZ Suzanne slkatz@bigpond.com 
KINGSTON, Thomas kingston@giant.net.au 
KYRIAKIDIS Bess bess.k@optusnet.com.au 
LANSBURY Judith judithlansbury@bigpond.com 
LOWE Jeffry ewol@qonline.com.au 
MAHER, Wendy wendymaher@hotmail.com 
MARTIN, Louise wharparilla@bigpond.com 
McNENA Jacinta jcmcnena@mira.net 
NEWMAN Stan stannewman@dodo.com.au 
NGO Van quevango@yahoo.com.au 
PATIENCE Lisa lpatience@deafchildren.org.au 
PERSICHETTI Rebecca(Hon.) rpersichetti@aiet.com.au 
PYE Judy Ane judy.pye@defence.gov.au 
RECHNITZER Lyn lynr@rbl.com.au 
RICHARDS, Cheryl cherylric@optusnet.com.au 
RUDD Marilyn msrudd@yahoo.com.au 
SCHEMBRI Anna petalsoflove@iprimus.com.au 
SHEA Lyndon lsshea@gmail.com 
SHEA Sherinda lsshea@gmail.com 
SHEPHERD Carol enquiries@ashepherdstouch.com.au 
WALSH Kim kimwalsh_jp@iprimus.com.au 
WASZKINEL Lea leas.eddie@optusnet.com.au 
WATERS Fiona fmwaters@bigpond.com 
WILDING-FORBES Gareth successisyours@optusnet.com.au 
WOODSIDE Isobel isobelw@netspace.net.au 
WORT Robert rwort@bigpond.com 

WROCHNA Irene wrochnai@ozemail.com.au 
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