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The tax man is coming…                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

to our next CA meeting on April 6 — Details p3 

STOP PRESS   STOP PRESS  STOP PRESS  STOP PRESS from President, Peter Hooper   
Update from AG’s Dept 19 March 2010   -    
Quote: 

2010 OPD Arrangements 
Providing professional development activities  
Following a selection process, three registered training organisations will form the panel of providers of 
OPD for Commonwealth-registered marriage celebrants (subject to completion of contracts).  The regis-
tered training organisations on the panel are:  
.  AssentTECS        .  Australian Celebrations Training, and     .Gordon Institute of TAFE. 
Contact details for the panel of providers of OPD and information about OPD activities will be available on 
the Ongoing professional development page soon. 
Your OPD obligations  
Updated information on your OPD obligations for the registration year 1 January – 31 December 2010 and 
subsequent years is now published on the ongoing professional development page. 
As mentioned in the FAQs available from the OPD page, once you have submitted your annual return for 
the annual registration year of 1 September 2008 – 30 August 2009, you are no longer required to submit an 
Annual Return. 
End quote   
All members are encouraged to read the OPD page AND THE FAQ which, amongst other things, 
advises that ALL OPD must be through one of the approved contractors. The only exception ap-
pears to be the COMPLETION of the new Cert IV in Marriage. NB: There is no longer any pro-
vision for approval of individual activities nor individual subjects in the Cert IV. 

Be Quick! 
This is your last chance! 

Don’t lapse into obscurity! 

We don’t want to lose you! 

Fork out your $50! 

PAY YOUR OVERDUE MEMBERSHIP NOW! 

(Four members are still unfinancial) 
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Your current CA Committee: 
President: Peter Hooper 
Vice President: Lea Waszkinel 
Secretary:  Wendy Dalton 
Treasurer: Richard Bryant 
Committee members:   
Judy Brooks, Bess Kyriakidis 
Liz Agius-Wiles, Gareth Wilding Forbes. 
Sub-Committees:  
CoCA Representative: Judy;  
Membership:  Liz 
OPD:   
Marketing: Bess 
The CAN: Liz 
Constitution:  
Website:  

Members Meetings:                
(7pm First Tuesday - even months)     
Next members meeting April 6, AIET 

Next Committee Meeting:  May 4 

Our  generic email addresses 
 Make it easy to contact committee:  

president@celebrantsaustralia.asn.au 
secretary@celebrantsaustralia.asn.au  
treasurer@celebrantsaustralia.asn.au 

Membership- 
@celebrantsaustralia.asn.au 

What’s goin’ on? 
Peter tells us he’s quite impressed with the attitude of those at Births, Deaths 
and Marriages — he has been one of the team to help get the new BDM 
Online system up and running.  It’s going to really streamline operations. 

Put your page on our Website.       

If you still haven’t  got yourself 
on to our website, it is a simple 
matter to give yourself a web  
presence—Just  provide a photo 
of yourself and words to adver-
tise your services to prospective 
clients.  The cost is $75.     You 
can even go up to 6 pages for 
$400.    Your page can be linked 
to your own website if you have 
one.   Your new ‘address’ which 
you can add to your business 
card will be: 
www.celebrantsaustralia.asn.au/
yourname  

A most wonderful new release DVD called ‘DEPARTURES’ Directed by Yojiro 
Takita is the most engagingly sensitive film I have seen for a long time.  About a 
cellist who loses his job with an orchestra in Tokyo, goes back to his home town and 
answers a job ad which he thinks is for a travel agent, but it is for a ‘funerary cele-
brant’, to do the amazingly artistic job of ‘Casketing’ - preparing bodies for entry  
into the next life.  In Japanese with subtitles—a beautifully textured visual treat. ../L 

Big welcome to Suzanne Guest our newest member who lives in Pas-
coe Vale South.  Suzanne completed her Plan, Conduct and Review at 
AIET and received her registration last November.  

 Maja Babic also joined us in January.  Maja, 
who lives in Cheltenham, did her training with 
The Academy of Celebrancy Australia, and has 
called her business Loved up weddings.   She 
received her registration in April last year and 
conducted her first two weddings, on the same 
day, last Satiurday.  Maya is  expecting a baby—
any minute now!  Please make our new members 
welcome when you meet them at our meetings.    
 

Our updated website www.celebrantsaustralia.asn.au  looks pretty snazzy, 
and it’s super-quick to load with links on every page.    Now we really need 
someone who is computer-savvy to act as our ‘Website Co-ordinator’ to over-
see changes and make sure we keep as up to date as we can with the con-
tent—and to act as liaison with our webmaster Joe.         Anyone interested?   
Please contact Liz—    0411 224 569 or lizagiuswiles@bigpond.com 

Shouldn’t a celebrants’ newsletter  be chock full of astute observa-
tion, amusing anecdotes on life, poetic musings, relevant readings 
etc. etc?  Are we not a  powerhouse of keen and pertinent  talent? 
Do take some time to put your thoughts on paper to put in the 
CAN!  Become a regular contributor.    ../Liz.   Ed. 

Came across some notes I’d taken when we had Donna Buckley-Foster come 
to talk to us last year from BDM.   She quoted some Wedding stats: a total of 
26,933 marriages for the preceding year of which 13,974 were civil (that’s us—
now more than half)  There were 3401 Marriages at the Registry Office and 54 
in the Law Court.   The rest were religious.       She also told us that 194 mar-
riage documents had to be returned for corrections—149 of these religious.    
The corrections were mostly in the names.    It is important that the BIRTH 
NAME is recorded.   ..and the DATE of Divorce is important.  Be sure always to 
record the Registration Numbers of the documents presented.  We should 
send in the completed Marriage Documents within 14 days of the marriage.  It 
takes BDM five days to register the Marriage.—You can get Priority—3 working 
days - cost $38.  

You probably know that Pre-Paid Registered Envelopes can be purchased 
from the Post Office in bulk (packs of 10), which can make life easier. 

Maja Babic 



3 

3 

 
 
 
 

 

An Invitation 

to all  CA members 

To join us for our next meeting. 
A0046556A 

Program 

6.30—Come and socialise 

7pm—ATO  

Followed  by Brief meeting 
 

Come and join us for this informative evening  

(You are welcome to bring nibbles and drinks to share) 

on Tuesday, April 6, 2010 

At The Australian Institute of Education and Training (AIET),                          
517 Victoria St., Brunswick West 

r.s.v.p.— membership@celebrantsaustralia.asn.au 

 

 

Don’t miss The Man from the A.T.O. 
Graham Allen 

Coming to our next meeting on Tuesday April 6. 
Graham will talk  about running a small business & the guidelines associated 

with that as well as possible deductions.  

There will be plenty of time for questions.  
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http://www.ag.gov.au/www/agd/agd.nsf/Page/Marriage_WhatsNewintheMarriageCelebrantsProgram.            
Please bookmark this page and visit it regularly.    Unfortunately the responsibility rests with individual cele-
brants to become aware of changes.    Two items are repeated below for your urgent information: 

Changes to divorce orders from 13 February 2010 
Marriage celebrants will be aware of changes made in July 2002 to the issue of documents 
evidencing a divorce. At that time, the Family Court and Federal Magistrates Court ceased 
issuing both a decree nisi of dissolution of marriage and a decree absolute, and moved to a 
practice of issuing a certificate of divorce.   

From 13 February 2010 further changes take effect to the form of document that is issued 
by the courts when a divorce order becomes final. Information about the changes on the 
Family Law Courts website is set out below: 

“In view of difficulties with the current divorce certificate being recognised by some for-
eign countries, the courts will be making changes to the form of document that is issued 
when a divorce order takes effect. 

As from 13 February 2010, the current certificate of divorce will be replaced by a divorce 
order which records all the matters considered by the judicial officer in pronouncing the 
order. Pursuant to section 55A(1)(b) of the Family Law Act 1975 any children of the mar-
riage will be named on the divorce order. 

Once the divorce order takes effect, a divorce order will issue and will include a certifica-
tion that the divorce has taken effect so that a separate divorce certificate will not be is-
sued. 

The new form of order will be issued for divorces pronounced after 13 February 2010.  Re-
placements of divorce certificates after 13 February 2010 will be in the new divorce order 
form even if the divorce order was made prior to 13 February 2010. 

Please call the Family Law Courts on 1300 352 000 for more information.” 
In addition to the decree absolute and certificate of divorce, this new divorce order is an-
other form of evidence that can be produced for the purpose of solemnising a marriage 
(subsection 42(10) of the Marriage Act 1961). 

 

          Reality television programs 
The Department is aware that some marriage celebrants have been approached to partici-
pate in a reality television program based around a wedding. While it is up to individual 
celebrants as to whether they wish to be involved, celebrants’ knowledge and expertise of 
the legal requirements under the Marriage Act 1961 are very important in this context.  
Information on surprise weddings and ceremonies as prizes is available in the ‘Explanatory 
Material on the Marriage Act 1961 for Marriage Celebrants’.      

..more on page 5 

  From the Chair— 

    CA President, Peter Hooper writes..   
      
Dear Colleagues 
     I’m embarrassed!  I have complained long and loud about how difficult it has     
been to ‘spot the change’ on the AG’s website.  Why couldn’t they use the old 
e-Bulletin system or, at least, the former “What’s New” page? 
Well I just visited the website to see if there is any update on OPD (which, sur-
prise surprise, there isn’t) and discovered that I had not picked up that there is 
now a new page “What’s new in the marriage celebrants program” at 
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From the Chair—Peter Hooper continues: 

 The first item is very important and relevant to all celebrants.   

All of us need to be aware of this change and be prepared for the new form when presented to us. 
Whilst most of us are unlikely to be involved in media organised weddings, it is most important to be thoroughly 
aware of ALL legal issues AND ADHERE TO THEM in such a public activity.  After the numerous complaints last 
year (or was it the year before??) about perceived short comings in a particular media organised event, it would be 
reasonable to expect that not only will your peers closely scrutinise such activities   —    so will the appropriate 
authorities.   
My recommendation is that any celebrant involved in a media organised ceremony should seek counsel from a 
knowledgable colleague. I would imagine that one could easily slip up amidst all the hype, glare of lights, and 
scare of live TV/radio 
Happy celebranting 
Peter H   



There they were—waiting at the…!! 
The phone rang one Saturday afternoon and Judy answered it. 
“Its XYZ Reception Centre here, The bride and groom have arrived and we are all waiting for you!” 
Judy: “Eeeh!   But I haven’t got any weddings booked today….” 

Turns out it was another celebrant living in the same street who had not been able to attend the 
wedding and had rung the reception centre to tell them!!!    ..the message was not received… Judy couldn’t do the wed-
ding (This was before she was registered), and they ended up getting another local celebrant to officiate.   Aaaaaghh!  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sometimes we are treated with deference and reverence, as if we were the Parish Priest, and 
sometimes…… 

At a recent wedding rehearsal at a country property, the mother of the bride asked me if I would need 
to enter the house at all on the day of the wedding.     “Well, not unless I need to go to the loo”, I 
joked.    Her reply stunned me: “Well, I’m expecting a hundred people here on the day, and I’m going 
to let them all know that there’s a porta-loo out in the paddock!”     ( I made sure I went before I left home!)

Bess has the Phone! 
Our Celebrants Australia telephone number is  

0449 567 275 
Our number is listed in both Yellow and White pages and online.           

 Bess Kyriakidis has the phone and forwards all wedding enquiries  

to  members on a rotating basis,    

using the current membership list. 
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Allan Barnes spoke to us at our last Members’ meeting    
For those of you who don’t know, Allan is the Managing Director of the Australian Institute of Education and 

Training, and one of the founding fathers of Celebrants Australia. 

Allan updated us on the new training requirements for celebrants,  and gave some details of 
courses being developed to meet these needs;  He outlined options which are now avail-
able for upgrading and furthering skills and training, particularly the new Certificate IV in 
Celebrancy  and how it is hoped training courses will be structured to suit OPD require-
ments. 

Allan provided  information and a brief questionnaire for members which he said would as-
sist in determining members’ desire to upgrade their Plan, Conduct and Review or Certifi-
cate IV in Marriage Celebrancy qualifications to the new Certificate IV in Celebrancy. 

We will have some options to upgrade to the new Certificate IV in Celebrancy:  

 Full course with AIET (11 days, once a week) 

 Course with Recognised Prior Learning—Three full days (Saturdays)  

 Distance learning (Correspondence—at your own pace) 

 It was also suggested that we might be able to have an address at one of our meet-
ings which would cover the information we need, and count towards our OPD. 

If you would like more information email Allan — abarnes@aiet.com.au  or ring AIET—(03) 9387 2051   

 

..and Gareth Wilding-Forbes gave us SEVEN EASY STEPS TO SALES 
Specifically referring to email enquiries Gareth gave this advice: 

1. Ensure you reply the same day to any enquiries you receive; 

2. Make sure any information you give uses the ‘WIIFM” principle (What’s in it for me):   
Not just what’s in it for YOU and never just a run down of your services and prices — 
Sell your product to your customer with features and benefits.    The price should 
come last in your discussions if possible. 

3. Make your marketing material distinctive—Stand out in the crowd. 

4. Create a sense of urgency with  prospects by offering them an incentive if they confirm 
your booking without delay (But be careful not to seem too anxious). 

5. Advise the prospect that you will be following up on this initial contact to assist them 
further.    - Think about what you can (are going) to give them. 

6. Follow up within 48 hours of your initial contact.  Telephone first then 
face to face meeting.    But don’t contact them to sell your product 
(you) contact them to assist them.   Tell them how you can help them. 

7. Ask for a commitment time and day for a face-to-face appointment.                          
And remember to ALWAYS HAVE A SMILE IN YOUR VOICE. 
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

Hi Richard, thanks for calling back to  help me write about you for The CAN.        
What about if we start with your family?  R. OK. My wife is Christine , we have 
been married for 37 years, in fact our anniversary was just last month. We have 
2 children, Melissa who is 35 and has 2 lovely daughters, 11 yrs & 5 months and 
our son, Matthew, is 33. he is also married. 

Were you married in Victoria?  R. Yes we were married in Geelong. I was brought 
up on a dairy farm around that area and  Christine came from the country as 
well. 

So you must barrack for Geelong?  R. Actually , Essendon. I was influenced by a 
friend at school 

I assume you have a profession other than being a Celebrant!   R. I was actually 
trained as an Industrial Chemist but have spent most time in Sales, Marketing & 
Logistics. I am still employed full time in this area. 

So what inspired you to become a Celebrant?   R. I am involved with a young 
church called Planet Shakers. I ts congregation  consists  mostly of young people 
and it is growing rapidly. In 6 years it numbers just below 5000 members. The 
pastors cannot keep up with the demands on them so they asked me to do the 
Celebrant course. I was already involved in the pre-marriage preparation program. 

So you are lucky to have a ready made market Richard?  R. Yes, but not a paid one. The Counselling is not paid either. 

I suppose that makes it easier in a way since there is no conflict of interest?.  R. That’s right, there is no charge for services run 
by the church. 

Did you  do your course with AIET.?  R. Yes I did. 

What about  hobbies that interest you?  R. Well, church and marriage education and trying to be in-
volved with the grandchildren as much as I can take most of my time but I am interested in motor 
cycling. 

That’s different!   R. Yes, I have a Harley Davison and am a member of the Brunswick Hogs. My wife 
& I get out with them quite a lot. We went to Maryborough in that recent hail - not a very wise choice 
to be with 300 motor bike riders in that sort of weather, but it was great. 

May I ask you about your childhood, do you have siblings?   R. No. My parents married after WW2 and 
were not able to have children. I was adopted when I was about 12m old. I grew up on the farm alone. Am not a good  foot-
baller ‘cos all I could do was catch my own ball whilst playing kick to kick.       I worked on the farm and studied hard, 
played some tennis, and when I was at uni they sold the farm, in 1970, because they saw that I was not going to be perma-
nently interested in it .Then I became a ‘city kid”---mostly in Melbourne. 

Do you remain close to your parents? R. My father passed away last year and my mother the year before. They were not very 
demonstrative and became very private, not much affection. 

It surprises me then, that you appear to be such a warm and outgoing person!.  R. Its interesting, in those personality profiles I 
was labelled as an introvert when considered with the 4 quadrants but I did an extended Myer Briggs with 16 quadrants 
which pushed a little deeper and I was diagnosed as a Gregarious Introvert” 

Yes, that’s how I would see you.  R. Through the church I spend time getting to know people, welcoming them and trying to 
understand their needs, also necessary when planning marriages. 

Sure  is.Lets change tack and ask about your favourite type of food?  R. We, my wife and family, lived in Singapore for 4 years 
and ate a lot of Asian food but I have to say my favourite is Japanese. 

  .. Continued next page.. 

 

 

 

C.A.’s Treasurer                   
Richard Bryant 

    Go Richard! 
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   Christine continues talking to Richard: 

     

And Music, do you like music?  R.  Well I like a variety of music but do not have a lot of time 
for it. I used to play the piano and guitar. The church produces 2 CD’s a year, Gospel Rock,  
under the Planet Shakers label which are sold around the world.     My son plays the bass in 
the band.     I enjoy some pop and country & western. 

Richard as it is getting darker I am having more & more difficulty seeing what I am writing but I would like you to make a 
summarizing statement of principle if you would like to! 

R. (slight delay ) 

I don’t have to be counterfeit.     I can be true to myself  in my church, in my work for a multi-national and as a Cele-
brant because my beliefs are the same. What the Australian Government says about marriage, what I say in the moni-
tum is consistent with what I believe and consistent with my Christian principles, there is no conflict. 

That’s a great note on which to end. Thanks a lot Richard.                                                   Christine Haddrick           

Judy Brooks conducts AIET’s first course in the               
new Certificate IV in Celebrancy.  She tells us how it’s going…. 

AIET have been approved to offer the new Cert IV in Celebrancy — this is now the manda-
tory requirement for all people wishing to apply to become a Marriage Celebrant. 

  We started on 27th Feb. (Sat.) and for the next 13 weeks the eight eager and anxious 
trainees (2 males and 6 females) will learn all there is to know (we hope) about being a 
Civil Celebrant.    So far we have covered: Becoming a Small Business; Trade Practices; 
Privacy and Copyright Acts; Telephone and Face to Face Interviews; Dealing with Couples 
from Other Cultures and the most important—The Marriage Act.   

  I can tell you, they all thought that being a Celebrant was going to be easy!!!!!  — until I 
started on the legals.     We spent one full Saturday and half of the following Sat. going 
through the Marriage Act and Regulations with different scenarios being discussed, and 
then I set them a 90 minute legal exam.       I could see the furrowed brows and concern on 
their faces as they all started to write their answers, they did think that it was to be done 
in silence, but I did assure them that they could speak to one another as it wasn’t like     
doing your VCE.       To my delight, they answered all questions with a 90% result.   

  There are numerous assignments that have to be completed along with a project each 
week, so if the registered Celebrants think that the previous course was complex — you 
had it easy! 

  The students are now on the road to constructing their first Wedding Ceremony and the 
next two weeks will be spent learning about each part and how the ceremony should flow.    

We will also be covering Funerals and Naming Ceremonies. 

  I have enjoyed being back in the classroom as a trainer, but I did 
open my big mouth and said “You can ring or email anytime if you 
need help” - and they have ……..oh well! 

Judy Brooks 
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 Spencer Flint (whom we haven’t seen for some time) sent this 
photo of sunrise on the Derwent which he took one  morning  last 
week from his boat, moored in Hobart, where he is spending a few 
weeks getting used to life afloat!.  He writes of his adventures: 

Hi everyone,      Well life aboard is wonderful and at times does have its 
challenges. Our trip across Bass Straight was a great adventure. The first 5 
days were anchored in Portsea waiting for the right conditions for the cross-
ing.  We left the same day as my wife Jenay left on the Spirit of Tasmania 
with the car, so we had to be gone before it passed us at the Heads.  (how 
embarrassing, we had left Docklands 5 days earlier !!!!). So we travelled down to Refuge 
Cove on Wilson’s Prom and stayed a couple of days, again waiting for weather to pass. 
Once we left, we had an amazingly smooth ride across the Strait via Deal Island and 
Flinders Island.  We had wonderful Dolphins accompany us most of the way, who rode 
the bow wave and occasionally glanced sideways at us taking photos of them from the 
bow. We finally arrived in Wineglass Bay on the East Coast of Tasmania. This place is 
rated one of the most beautiful places in the world. So, we stayed a few nights to enjoy the wonderful scenery, going ashore (as 
Her Majesty did some years ago) and had lunch on the beach. (I bet she did not get her feet wet like we did !!!).  From there we 
moved on to Port Arthur and spent a night anchored in the harbour and then on to Hobart.  We had our challenges with different 
minor problems with the boat, however, nothing that a bit of ingenuity could not fix.  We dragged anchor in a couple of storms at 
night when we were sheltering in some of the anchorages – so any sleep we could grab was wonderful.  We have been at the 
Royal Yacht Club in Hobart since, and the time has been wonderful. It has been a very relaxing experience and it has been great to 
catch up with all our friends who have visited us from Melbourne and our old friends from Hobart. I have flown back to Mel-
bourne a couple of times for weddings that I have had booked for twelve months.  I trust you are all well and getting many wed-
dings.  I do miss everyone at CA and look forward to catching up when I return later in April.  Spencer. 
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Would you like to be part of our new Editorial Team? 

At a recent committee meeting we decided it would be a good idea to have 
‘The CAN’ published every couple of months — following each committee 
meeting in fact, so that current news can be dispersed to members quickly.   
To do this I think it would be a good idea to form an Editorial team.   I have 

been a bit casual about getting my act together to create issues of The CAN three or four 
times a year.   With a couple of members to assist, I am sure we can make it an interesting 
and regular source of information for members.  If you have a literary bent and would like to 
be involved, please come around and have a glass of bubbly with me so we can seriously dis-
cuss the matter!  0411 224 569     ./Liz 

Coalition of Celebrant Associations (CoCA)  
Report From our CoCA rep. Judith Brooks 

On March 2nd 2010 the current president of CoCA was invited to a meeting in Perth 
with the head of the Marriage Celebrant Section.  This meeting was a long time com-
ing, and we all felt it could be extremely beneficial and informative to both par-
ties.  The discussions were wide ranging and included: 

 .           the background of where CoCA was and where we would like to go;     

  the CoCA statement of purpose, what was achievable and what wasn't 

  funding for CoCA 

  OPD, both the content of the OPD and progress in the selection process of 
 the OPD providers 

  the influx of new celebrants 

  where the MCS was at in processing of the current batch of applicants 

  future meetings between the MCS and CoCA 

 

       Judy Brooks       

 

As a result of that meeting, an email was received from Susan Davis, Principal Legal Officer, Marriage Celebrants Sec-
tion, Attorney Generals Dept.     it read -  “Vicki Parker (Assistant Secretary, Marriage and Intercountry Adoption Branch) and I met with the 
president of CoCA on 2 March 2010 in Perth.  We were pleased to have a productive discussion and form a sound starting point for working towards an 
improved relationship with CoCA.  We are eager to continue progress made during that meeting and note that the Attorney�General will be writing to 
CoCA shortly about a number of the issues discussed.    During our discussion , we outlined a possible role for CoCA in providing ongoing feedback 
about the practical implementation of the new approach to the delivery of OPD.  Once OPD activities commence, we envisage that this would involve 
CoCA channelling feedback from marriage celebrants (both members of associations and non-members) about the effectiveness and suitability of OPD 
activities.  This could also involve CoCA assisting to identify whether the elective activities are meeting the needs of celebrants, and providing sugges-
tions about new activities or modes of delivery it would like to see the panel of OPD providers consider. “ 

Since that email, there has been an announcement on the MCS website that 3 successful OPD providers have been an-
nounced, these being:    ·   Mackee and Associates (trading as AssentTECS) 

   ·         Gordon Institute of TAFE, and 
   ·         Australian Celebrations Training. 
The scope & content of the 2010 OPD courses have not been advised, so please keep a watch on the MCS site for fur-
ther information. 
CoCA will be convening a meeting in Perth of all delegates on May 3rd to discuss how we proceed in representing all 
Celebrant Associations and their members.                                                                                             Judy Brooks 
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Here is a little poem which I wrote as  part of a ceremony for my brother-in-law, after 
his ashes were collected from the Crematorium and  my sister decided to plant them 
in her back garden under a rose bush—on his birthday!      The words could easily be 
adapted into a funeral ceremony, and you are welcome to use them.                         Liz Agius-Wiles 

 

He is not here 
And where he was is empty  space. 
We wish him here 
To feel his presence and to see his face. 
But he is gone 
And emptiness remains where once he was. 
 
But now—we have him back! 
His ashes, in this polystyrene box, which we can hold 
And keep—close to ourselves—and where he wants to be! 
 
We hold him dear 
The ashes of his mortal life.    We have him here. 
And we will keep him 
Close beside us and forever loved 
His tangible remains—our link with God! 
 
We feel the blessing of this timeless time 
Now as we place his ashes here to rest 
Where he is loved; 
Here in the garden that his hands have made 
We place him lovingly to his eternal rest. 
Beneath the roses that we know will bloom 
With fragrance and with loveliness renewed 
We have him here.  

 

 

             It’s raining—on the cliffs at Kilcunda   6/3/2010—Photo :Liz Agius-Wiles 
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Some ponderings from Lea: 

 

 

  

 

I used  to dread getting older because I thought I would not be able to do all things I 
wanted to do, but now that I am older I find that I don't want to do them. Nancy Astor      

 

I don't think I'll ever live to be a hundred.  I've been fifty for twenty years now. Helen Ksypka      

A man would prefer to come home to an unmade bed and a happy woman 
than to a neatly made bed and an angry woman. Marlene Dietrich      

Just remember, once you're over the hill, you begin to pick up speed. Charles Shultz 

And a few more (authors unknown): 

                    WHAT WAS THE BEST THING  BEFORE SLICED BREAD? 

ONE TEQUILA, TWO TEQUILA, THREE TEQUILA, FLOOR. 

ATHEISM IS A NON-PROPHET ORGANIZATION. 



 DO INFANTS ENJOY INFANCY AS MUCH AS ADULTS ENJOY ADULTERY? 

 CAN AN ATHEIST GET INSURANCE AGAINST ACTS OF GOD? 

? 

Your contributions to The CAN are welcome.  Hopefully it will now be put together every two months, following the 
Committee meeting, and prior to Members’meetings.     Deadline for next issue will be May 23.                            
   Email contributions to Liz—lizagiuswiles@bigpond.com 

 

 Love vanquishes time.                        
To lovers, a moment                             
can be an eternity;                            
eternity can be                                    
a tick of a clock.                                  
Mary Parrish      

Mary Higgins Clark 

If you can keep your head when all around you are losing theirs,                                                         
it's just possible you haven't grasped the situation. Jean Kerr      

HOW IS IT POSSIBLE TO HAVE A CIVIL WAR? 

Lest we forget 

         ANZAC DAY—April 25 

Happy Easter to all  


